
The Swap - Teaching Guide

About the Book

A student switches places with her 
teacher to teach her a few lessons.

About the Author

Brenae Thomas is 12 years old, and 
her favorite thing to do is write. Bre- 
nae also enjoys hanging with her 
friends. She is a Sagittarius that lives 
in Atlanta, Georgia. When she grows 
up she wants to become an actress 
or a doctor.

- Feelings
- Homework
- Yell
- Concentrate
- Strange
- Switch
- Considerate

- Bullied
- Decision
- Mean
- Apologize
- Dream
- Winked

Key Concepts:

Understanding the emotional impact a teacher has
Supporting students in areas of weakness
Bullying
Treating others the way you want to be treated
Making good choices

Written by Brenae Thomas

Key Vocabulary



Activity 1 - The Swap

Overview

Students can write about a time they were bullied or witnessed someone 
being bullied.

Instructions

Students will be asked to write about a tough situation or encounter with 
someone they would have wanted to switch places with. Students will be 
requested to use 3 - 5 of the key vocabulary words

Journal Questions:

1. What happened?
2. What was the problem?
3. What would you want the person you switch with to learn?
4. What do you hope to accomplish by switching?

The Swap - Teaching Guide



Learning Objectives

English Language Arts: 
• Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or 

feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence 
of events.

•  Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from 
diverse cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or moral 
and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text.

• Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and 
explain how they support the main idea.

• Compare and contrast the most important points and key details 
presented in two texts on the same topic

The Swap - Teaching Guide



Activity 2 - Get to Know Me 

Materials

- Activity page

Instructions

Students will get the opportunity to pair up and get to know each other 
by switching places. Have students work together to create a friendship 
poster. They will present their poster in front of the class introducing each 
other by describing their poster.
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Learning Objectives

Visual Arts:
• Apply available resources, tools, and technologies to investigate 

personal ideas through the process of making works of art.
• Create works of art to express individual ideas, thoughts, and 

feelings from memory, imagination, and observation
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The Swap - Activity 2

Use the space below to create your very own friendship poster!




