
Dwayne’s Big Decision - Teaching Guide

About the Book

A young boy has a love for band, 
but he’s afraid to express his love 
because he’s a basketball player

About the Author

Jackson Jeffrey is from Atlanta, GA. 
He loves to play baseball and the 
french horn, he also loves attend-
ing Ebenezer Baptist Church, all the 
members and staff are always so 
loving! When he grows up, he want 
to be a professional baseball player 
and an entrepreneur.

- French horn
- Focus 
- Band
- Rush
- Shot

- Net
- Teasing
- Teammate
- Bullying

Key Concepts:

1. Celebrating accomplishments and living in the moment
2. We are all filled with many skills and talents
3. We can be good at more than one thing 
4.  Understand peer pressure and the impact of societal expecta-

tions 
5. Growing confidence from the things you enjoy doing 
6. Creating a safe place for students to address bullying based on 

real life experiences. 
7. Students are challenged on self reflection

Written by Jackson Jeffrey

Key Vocabulary



Activity 1 - I Can Do It!

Overview

The teacher will start an open discussion about the book.

Materials

Key Questions

1. Why do you think the main character was bullied for liking two 
different things? 

2. What are two things you like that are completely different? 
3. Has anyone ever made fun of you for liking something that was 

different? 
4. Have you ever made fun of someone? How did that make you feel? 

How do you think the other person felt?
5. What did the main characters do to show their support? What could 

they have done differently.
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Set the room up in a circle where students can face 
each other to have an open dialogue.



Learning Objectives

• Paraphrase portions of information shared orally, visually, as text 
or quantitatively (e.g., charts, graphs) 

• Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in 
an organized manner with details, using appropriate facts and 
relevant details .

• Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with 
diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly 

• Identify reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support 
particular points
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Activity 2 - My Big Decision 

Overview

After reading the story, have students self reflect about a time when 
they had to make a big decision.

Materials

- Journals
- Pencils

Key Questions

1. Why was this a challenge for you to make a decision?
2. What was the impact of your decision?
3. What do you wish you would have changed about your decision? 
4. Did you like the outcome of your decision?
5. Who did you talk to about needing to make this decision? Did you 

listen to them why or why not? 
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Learning Objectives

• Compare and contrast similar themes, topics, and events 
• Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts (what happened 

and why) in historical, scientific, and technical texts 
• Use context (details or words in a sentence) to confirm or self-

correct unknown words
• Write narratives to develop real and imagined events; include 

dialogue, character actions, sensory details, transitional words, 
and a conclusion 

• Strengthen writing by planning, revising, editing
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